Gastrointestinal protection by NO from NSAIDs induced injury.
One of the most deleterious side effects of Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs) is gastric injury. In order to prevent this, attempt has been made to make novel nitric oxide (NO) releasing NSAIDs. The NO-releasing moiety (nitroxybutylester), which is combined with NSAIDs, has been shown to be responsible for gastrointestinal protection. Various NO-releasing NSAIDs have been compared with their parent compounds and marked decrease in gastrointestinal side effects were observed in the former case. Various animal studies have been done in this context. However, exact mechanism of action of NO-releasing NSAIDs is not clear.